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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C.

In the Matter of

GUAM PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Petition for Declaratory Ruling
concerning Sections 3(37) and 251 (h)
of the Communications Act

Treatment of the Guam Telephone
Authority and Similarly Situated
Carriers as Incumbent Local Exchange
Carriers under Section 251 (h)(2)
of the Commission Act
of a New Study Area

REPLY COMMENTS
OF

GUAM TELEPHONE AUTHORITY

Guam Telephone Authority ("GTA"), by its attorneys, hereby submits its reply

comments in the above-captioned matter. 1 This proceeding has been instituted to

gain comment on the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC" or "Commission")

tentative conclusion that, pursuant to section 251 (h)(2) of the Communications Act of

1934, as amended ("Act"), GTA should be treated as an incumbent local exchange

carrier ("ILEC").

Only three parties filed comment in this proceeding and all are in substantive

agreement that the Commission should adopt its tentative conclusion treating GTA as

Guam Public Utilities Commission, Petition for Declaratory Ruling and Treatment of Guam
Telephone Authority and Similarly Situated Carriers as Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers
under Section 251(h)(2) of the Communications Act, CCB Pol 96-18 and CC Docket No.
97-134, FCC 97-171, reI. May 19, 1997 ("NPRM").
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an ILEC for purposes of Section 251 of the Act. Therefore, the Commission should

move forward with a final rule without delay.

In doing so, however, the Commission should not rely upon the Comments

filed by Guam Cable Telecommunications, Inc. ("GCT"), except as to outcome.

These Comments consist, often by innuendo, of gratuitous attacks upon the

management and staff of GTA, the Guam Public Utilities Commission, and, by

implication, the Guam Legislature. For the most part the Comments are

inaccurate, misleading or irrelevant. The Commission can judge the intemperate

nature of the filing merely by reference to the "slams" at the PUC. There is no

reason in the context of this rulemaking to disparage the Guam PUC.

Rather than specifically answer the charges raised directly or indirectly in

GCT's pleading and, by doing so, prolong this proceeding, GTA simply requests that

the Commission issue a ruling declaring that GTA should be treated as an ILEC.

Respectfully submitted,

GUAM TELEPHONE AUTHORITY

Veronica M. Ahern
Nixon Hargrave Devans & Doyle LLP

One Thomas Circle, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005
202-457-5300

Its Attorney

July 28, 1997
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Susanne M. Gyldenvand, do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing

Reply Comments of the Guam Telephone Authority, was sent by first class United

States mail, postage prepaid, or by hand delivery or facsimile where indicated by an

asterisk (*), this 28th day of July, 1997 to the following:

Chairman Reed E. Hundt*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner James H. Quello*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Terrence M. Brooks
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC BUilding
Agana, Guam 96910
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Vice-Chairman Raymond K.S. Lum
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC Building
Agana, Guam 96910

Commissioner Vicente D. Gumataotao
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC Building
Agana, Guam 96910

Commissioner Kathleen M. Perez
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC Building
Agana, Guam 96910

Commissioner Kaleo S. Moylan
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC Building
Agana, Guam 96910

Commissioner Eloy P. Hara
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC Building
Agana, Guam 96910

Commissioner Joseph D. Torres
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC Building
Agana, Guam 96910
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Mr. Harry M. Boertzel, Esq.
Administrative Law Judge
Public Utilities Commission
Suite 400 GCIC Building
Agana, Guam 96910

Mr. Ric Novak
Guam Cable Telecommunications, Inc.
530 W. O'Brien Drive
Agana, Guam 96910

Mr. James H. Underwood
Telepacific Network, Inc.
HBC Suite 201 Ilipong Drive
Harmon Industrial Park
Tamuning, Guam 96911

International Transcription Service*
2100 M Street, N.W.
Room 140
Washington, DC 20037

Philip L. Verveer
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
1155 21 st Street, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036-3384

Eric Fishman, Esq.
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street
11th Floor
Rosslyn, Virginia 22209
Counsel for PCI

Kent Nakamura, Esq.
Sprint Communications Company
1850 M Street, N.W.
Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20036
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Janice Myles
Federal Communications Commission
Common Carrier Bureau
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 544
Washington, DC 20554

Margaret Tobey
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer &

Feld L.L.P.
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20036

David Cosson
National Telephone Cooperative

Association
2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

Senator Thomas C. Ada
215-A East Saylor Street
Agana, Guam 96910

Senator Carlotta Leon Guerrero*
Chairperson
Committee on Transportation,

Telecommunications and Micronesian
Affairs

Union Bank Building
Suite 312
194 Herman Cortez Avenue
Agana, Guam 96910

Robert J. Keller
4200 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.
#106-233
Washington, DC 20016-2143
Counsel for Guam Cellular Telephone

Company



Donald J. Elardo
MCI Communications Corporation
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006-3606
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*Hand Delivery or Facsimile
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